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Home Clean-ig and Renovation —
Building Damaye

Check walls and foundations for dagegaMuch can be done to
reverse the effects ofdgh water and to restore even hegpvwilater-
damaged buildirgs. Make sure to pair structures as soon as
possible. Here are a fewkeoints:

o Check foundations and foogs. Start from the bottom when
investgating structural features. See that unged material
has not washed out. Filipunder the footigs should be done
with masony or concrete, never with earth gnavel. Raise or
brace p in position to make floors level.

o Wash out the mud, dirt and debris as sooyoascan. This
should be done before the walls and floogsalrt. Start from
the t@ or yoper limit of the floodirg and work downward,
using a hose and npoor washrg.

o Dry out the buildiig and the crawlgace under the buildmn
Open doors, windows and foundation ventsgood
ventilation. If electrigpower is available, use electric fans to
improve circulation. Dying will take considerable time—
several dgs or even weeks, if the weather is gawet wood
will decay; dry as soon apossible to reduce degand mold.

o Insulated frame walls nigaequire Pecial diying. Strips of
siding, gypsum board oplaster can be removed frorpper
and lowemortions of the walls topeed yp drying of the
studdirg and insulation.

o See that walls argumb. Check with a level glumb-bob.

This document is IFAS Correct and brace walls to kethem vertical.

publication DH 508. o Repair andpatch where necessaron a temorarty basis. Do
Adapted by UF/IFAS from: final repairs later, in dy yveather, when more tllme is available.
Fact Sheet HE-3175 o Concrete floors are eagppatched usig a rich mix of mortar
(Institute of Food and having no coarse @yregate, one to four mix.

Agricultural Extension o Wooden floors drout slowl. Don't build fires to rush ging.
Service, University of Try to prevent bucklig and waping by driving more nails
E:g;;g:)égggggﬁsg g(tt:rfsi on wherever floorilg tends to lift or buje. After fully drying, the
Service for the benefit of surface can bplaned level or sanded smooth and refinished.
Florida’s citizens.
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