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Cleanirg Flood-Damaged Capets
and R@gs

When to Discard, Clean, or Call a Professional
When faced with flood-dangad capeting and rgs, your gotions

will depend on the source of floodjnif floodwater consisted of
clean basement gesgie or lawn runoff into a sub-basementyidg
and cleanig is an eag decision. But if sewge-contaminated
floodwater has coveregbur capeting, you probably will need to
discard it for health safgtreasons. You can assume the water and
the capet contain infectious ganisms. Throw rgs can usuayl be
saved.

General Rules

o Wall-to-wall capeting, most lage area rgs and ap rug with
foam backiig should be discarded if flooded with
contaminated water. Expefor valuable rgs, the time and
expense ofprofessional cleanopgeneraly is not worth the
effort or the health risk.

o If you are determined to saty@capeting soaked with
contaminated water, consulpeofessional cleanmconparny
that services caets at its own cleangnand dying facilities. A
steam cleanig (hot-water extraction) method pseferable.

o Wall-to-wall capeting soaked ¥ clean rainwater can be
salvayed. Have iprofessionaly cleaned or clean it usirthe
directions below.

o Throw rigs usual can be cleaned agigately in a washig
machine.

Cleanirg Rain-Soaked Caets

Cleanirg basement caeting indoors is not good idea in summer
becausgou are addig even more moisture to an alrgadet area.
If the capeting is installed with tack sfps you ma be able to
remove it, have it cleaned and reinstalled. Pagldimeary
impossible to clean so it should beleced.
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“If you can’t remove
the carpeting, dry it
as quickly as
possible to minimize
growth of mildew.”

If you can’t remove the gaeting, dry it asquickly aspossible to
minimize growth of mildew. Ifpossible, use a wethdvacuum
system. A dehumidifier can hgtemove moisture from the air.
Keep windows closed when ugra dehumidifier.

o When the caet is thoroghly dry, vacuum the area.

o Shanpoo and reeat the dying process. Kegin mind that most
modern cgpeting is made of ywlon and should not be treated
with bleach.

o Vacuum gain.

o You can reduce a myssmell with the followiry process:

@ Sprinkle bakirg soda over the cpet, workirg it in with a
broom or ponge ma@.

@ Leave the bakmsoda treatment on oveghi.

@ Vacuum the bakmsoda out. Vacuum twice, moygrack
and forth in a different direction the second time.

Additional Resources

Your couny family living agent

Your local emegengy government office

The American Red Cross

Federal Emgengy Management Ayengy (FEMA)
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Related Publications

o Repairing Your Flooded Home, American Red Cross/Federal
Emegengy Management Agengy, 1992.
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