
Please find below information from Commissioner Fried on federal assistance programs available for 
those in the agriculture industry: 

 

With continued questions about federal assistance for the agriculture industry, we are 

providing this update on current aid programs and some of the ways we at FDACS are 

working for you during this difficult time. 
  
Today, the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA) has launched the Paycheck Protection 

Program (PPP).  
• PPP loans are designed to provide a direct incentive for small businesses to keep their 

workers on the payroll and the SBA will forgive loans if all employees are kept on the 

payroll for eight weeks and the money is used for payroll, rent, mortgage interest, or 

utilities.  

• All agriculture businesses are eligible as long as size standards are met. To learn more 

and apply today, please visit: www.sba.gov/paycheckprotection.  
  

We are continuing to work with Senator Marco Rubio’s office to ask the SBA to temporarily 

allow the agriculture sector to apply for EIDL loans during this current crisis. 

• Until this eligibility is clarified for farmers, ranchers, and nursery operations, only small 

aquaculture operations, small agriculture cooperatives, and agriculture-dependent 

entities, such as restaurants, grocery stores, convenience stores, farmers markets, 

packinghouses, and distributors, are eligible for EIDL if size standards are met. 
  

Following the passage of the CARES Act, which provided $9.5 billion to directly support the 

agriculture industry impacted by COVID-19, I also called on Secretary Perdue to move swiftly 

on establishing USDA programs to get this much-needed assistance into the hands of farmers as 

well as to immediately exercise his agency’s Section 32 purchasing authority to help Florida 

producers struggling to move perishable products due to the closure of many restaurants and 

other food service establishments.   
  
We  have welcomed the updated guidance from the Department of State expanding the scope of 

H-2A processing. I want to make sure you saw that the USDA heard our calls for crop insurance 

flexibilities, which you can learn more about here. 
  
We will be sure to pass along more information on USDA assistance as it becomes available. In 

the meantime, we encourage all producers to keep track of all data pertaining to 

losses/disruptions during this time in anticipation of these programs. 

  

We at FDACS are fighting every day for Florida’s agriculture industry and consumers, 

advocating for the support and policy changes needed during this challenging time. Please 

do not hesitate to reach out your regional director (contact information below) with any 

questions or concerns. 
  
Thank you for all that you are doing,  
Nikki Fried  
  
  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=http-3A__www.sba.gov_paycheckprotection&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=6x5Bsf6VN00E93LzHNiF40sfxEaUy-U89eDkpF1CmOs&m=HTVbmNuAeMF5-JNjxdH09G1XDw2yjGVrZBzYTMwqgg0&s=Pb-iLRpfQXarUECidS_bkpGjojpxvVOBIjstutM8C-E&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.dropbox.com_s_btxxtyefbcvnnbm_SecSonnyPerdue-5F03312020-5FWD.pdf-3Fdl-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=6x5Bsf6VN00E93LzHNiF40sfxEaUy-U89eDkpF1CmOs&m=HTVbmNuAeMF5-JNjxdH09G1XDw2yjGVrZBzYTMwqgg0&s=4y6BdjPU_Q9ZIoEGwf7KiIwFtWcqi6W9I72dNHfWQko&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com_-3Furl-3Dhttps-253A-252F-252Ftravel.state.gov-252Fcontent-252Ftravel-252Fen-252FNews-252Fvisas-2Dnews-252Fimportant-2Dannouncement-2Don-2Dh2-2Dvisas.html-26data-3D02-257C01-257C-257C21ddf82ee2b549f4532008d7d1bc7c13-257Ced5b36e701ee4ebc867ee03cfa0d4697-257C0-257C0-257C637208479776039072-26sdata-3DLdLqXQzhBR40lrkz1f6-252FuPXnEuSJahiqwve0TEOzAos-253D-26reserved-3D0&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=6x5Bsf6VN00E93LzHNiF40sfxEaUy-U89eDkpF1CmOs&m=HTVbmNuAeMF5-JNjxdH09G1XDw2yjGVrZBzYTMwqgg0&s=6USddve82nHRJIa7yvmidaj4n72LI3pZM4mkL7c9HG8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.fdacs.gov_News-2DEvents_Press-2DReleases_2020-2DPress-2DReleases_Commissioner-2DFried-2DAdvising-2DFarmers-2Dto-2DUtilize-2DNew-2DFlexibilities-2Don-2DCrop-2DInsurance-2DDue-2Dto-2DCOVID-2D19&d=DwMFAg&c=sJ6xIWYx-zLMB3EPkvcnVg&r=6x5Bsf6VN00E93LzHNiF40sfxEaUy-U89eDkpF1CmOs&m=HTVbmNuAeMF5-JNjxdH09G1XDw2yjGVrZBzYTMwqgg0&s=TCMgg77XLJdRyFlQ2GqC-r7yWPfXeA__Prfy4nspYQk&e=


Stephanie McClung Cardozo 

Director, External Affairs 

Email: Stephanie.McClung@fdacs.gov 
Phone: (850) 631-1447 
  
Katherine Goletz 
Deputy Director, External Affairs 

Email: Katherine.Goletz@fdacs.gov 
Phone: (850) 544-1309 
  
Danielle Price 
Regional Director – NE Florida, External Affairs  

and Diversity and Inclusion 

Email: Danielle.Price@fdacs.gov 
Phone: (850) 404-4987 

  

Helen Miller 
Regional Director – Space Coast, External Affairs 
Email: Helen.Miller@fdacs.gov   

Phone: (850) 766-8466 
  

Alan Brock 
Regional Director – Southwest Florida, External Affairs 
Email: Alan.Brock@fdacs.gov 

Phone: (850) 688-2082 

  
Ricardo Alvarez 
Regional Director – South Florida, External Affairs 

Email: Ricardo.Alvarez@fdacs.gov 
Phone: (850) 766-8583  

  
Dick Crockett 
Regional Director – NW Florida, External Affairs 

Rural Outreach 
Email: richard.crockett@fdacs.gov 
Phone: (863) 673-1013 

  
Ed Rodriguez  

Veterans Affairs Director 

Email: Ed.Rodriguez@fdacs.gov 
Phone: (850) 766-8582 
  
Please feel free to follow up with any questions or concerns.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
Alan Brock 
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Southwest Florida Regional Director 
Office of Commissioner Nicole “Nikki” Fried  
Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 
Mobile: 850-688-2082 
General Questions: 1-800-HELP-FLA 
 
Please note that Florida has a broad public records law (Chapter 119, Florida Statutes.) Most written 
communications to or from state employees are public records obtainable by the public upon request. 
Emails sent to me at this email address may be considered public and will only be withheld from 
disclosure if deemed confidential pursuant to the laws of the State of Florida. 

 


