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Citrus: Prune any water sprouts, suckers, rubbing 
or crossing branches. Weed as needed.

Fruits: Major removal of twigs and branches 
should occur before spring. Check irrigation to 
ensure it is working. Make repairs. Blueberries can 
begin fertilization program using acid loving fertilizer 
in February, April, June, August and October in small 
amounts. Apply general garden fertilizer to plum 
trees. Weed as needed.

Flowers: Remove all dead plant portions of 
annuals. Baby’s’ breath, calendulas, carnations, 
dianthus, dusty miller, Marguerite daisies, pansies, 
petunias, and snapdragons can be planted this 
month. Prune out declining foliage of bulbs as 
needed. Use insecticidal soap for aphids.

Herbs: Anise, basil, bay laurel, borage, caraway, cardamom,chervil, chives, coriander, dill, fennel, ginger, horehound, 
lemon balm, lavender, lovage, marjoram, Mexican tarragon, mint, nasturtium, parsley, oregano, rosemary, sage, savory, 
thyme and watercress can be planted now

Roses: Water as needed. Apply organic materials around each plant. 1 cup cow manure, 1 cup fish meal, ½ cup 
Epsom salts. Begin spray program every 7-10 days with appropriate fungicide but remember to rotate types of 
fungicide; spray entire plant including underside of leaves.

Lawns: Cut St. Augustine lawns as needed; keep the cutting height highest level for your grass variety. Cutting 
grass too short encourages insect damage and disease. No fertilizer this month.

Perennials:  Do not  rush to prune out the dead or declining portions, as some cold may linger until March. 
Leaving  dead portions on may provide some protection in case another freeze occurs. 

Ornamental grasses: Remove all dead stems on deciduous grasses by cutting stems to 6-12 inches 
above ground.  Remove only dead stems on evergreen ornamental grasses, leave green portions intact. Fertilize 
ornamental grasses at the end of this month!

Trees: Existing well-established trees and palms do not normally need special watering - the nearby irrigation 
of lawns, shrubs, and flower beds normally supply adequate moisture. Some exceptions may be dogwoods or red 
maples. 

Vegetables: This month you can plant beets, broccoli, carrots, cabbage, collards, cauliflower, celery, endive/
escarole, lettuce, mustard, bunching onions, parsley, turnips. Before you start your garden, be sure to have the soil 
tested. The University of Florida will do a full nutrient test for only $7. Come by the office to pick up a soil kit or 
call us at 904 530.6353 for more information. Put raked leaves and grass clippings in a compost pile. As they rot, 
they make an excellent organic material to add to the soil when planting vegetables and some ornamental plants. 

Selected from Florida Vegetable Guide by JM Stephens, RA Dunn, G Kidder, D Short, & GW Simone, University of Florida  and Month-by-
Month Gardening in Florida by Tom MacCubbin

February Checklist


