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Like creeper, poison ivy has a variety of leaf 
shapes.  Sometime creeper will have a cluster of 
three leaves on a vine, but five-leaf clusters will 
be on the same vine. 

In autumn both creeper and poison ivy turn 
cherry red, but there is a slight tint difference 
between the two.  A trained eye can make the 
distinction between the two shades of color. 

Poison oak usually appears as a low growing 
shrub.  The slender, upright branches bear leaflet 
which resemble oak leaves.  They also grow in 
threes, just like poison ivy.  The undersides of 
the leaves commonly are lighter in color because 
they’re covered with fine hair-like structures. 

Poison sumac is a coarse woody shrub or small tree.  It never grows in the vine-like fashion of 
poison ivy.  It frequently grows near swamps and wetlands, and ranges in height from five or six 
feet to twenty-five feet. 

Its leaves are divided into seven to thirteen leaflets 
which grow in pairs.  At the end of each stem is a 
single leaflet. In the spring, leaves are bright orange 
and velvety in texture. In the summer they become 
dark green and glossy, with lower leaves a pale green 
in color.  In autumn the leaves take on a russet brown 
color. 

To learn more about local poisonous plants, contact 
the UF/IFAS Wakulla Extension Office at 850-926-
3931 or visit http://wakulla.ifas.ufl.edu/ and leave 
your comments and questions about the article. 


