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Salvaing Clothing

Cleanirg Flood-Damged Clothirg

Flood water mg be contaminated with segawaste, so it is
important to thoroghly clean and disinfect flood-soiled clothito
kill harmful bacteria. Propt attention mg save much ofour
clothing that has been damed ly flood waters. Ifpossible, do not
permit the flood water and mud toydn shoes ogarments.

Washable Garments

o Checkyour care label to make sugarments are washable.

o If labeled hand washable gnthen hand wash—do nptit into
the washig machine.

o If garment is dy, brush off loose dirt and residue.

o Rinse in clean, cool water to remove mud and flood water. This
will take several rinses until rinse water is clear.

o Work a heay duty detegent (liquid) orpaste ofgranule
detegent into all stained areas. Let stand 30 minutes.

o Follow care labels and wash in hottest water safgaonent
with detegent. Use bleach if recommended farment.

o Sanitize with a disinfectant. Alwa test on an incopguous
seam to be sure it does not harmdghement. Add to washq
machine before addyclothing. Some disinfectants toytare:

- Liquid chlorine bleach (Clorox, Purex) if safe. Do not use
on washable wools and silks. Follow directions cargfull

- Pine oil (Pine-O-Pine yiAe Pine) is safe for most washable
garments. Do not use on washable wools and silks since the
odor will remain.
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Dry-Cleanable Clothig

Take to the dr cleaner as soon @sssible. Be sure to shake and
brush well to remove as much dirt@sssible. Give the grcleaner
as much information gsossible about:

o What caused the dag®
o The fiber content of the fabric, if known.

When Dy Cleanirg Service is Not Available

Garments Still DapWith Muddy Water

@ Rinse in cold water to remove water-solubley-tige soil.
Rinsegarment agjuickly aspossible to avoid bleediyof dyes
and to kep shrinkae to a minimum.

@ Genty sqgueeze out excess water and shake out wrinkles.
Rolling in dry towels will hep remove excess water.

® Placegarment on hager and dy in cool air or smooth it out on
flat surface to dr.

Garments That Are OnlPartly Wet

@ Ty to rinse out the wedortion without dpping the entire
garment in cold water. If this cannot be done without legein
strorg stain line, it is better to dithe entiregarment.

@ Shake out wrinkles andydin cool air.

Dry Garments With Soil in Them

The soil mg be difficult to remove. Shake well to remove as much
soil aspossible before sendyrto the dy cleaner.

B

mm ’ Wet Garments, But Not Soiled

Dry in cool air toprevent mildew and transfer oye.
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About Mildew

If the garment is mildewed:

® Go outside to brush ofirment.

@
®

Rub lguid (or paste ofgranular) detegent into stain.
Launder usig detegent and bleach (follow care label) and
hottest water safe for fabric.

Some mildew mp@be too severe to be removed.

“Prompt attention may
save much of your

Leather and Suede Garments and Accessories
Leather and suedgmrments, shoes, belts and hargibshould be

clothing that has allowed to dy away from direct heat. Then:

been damaged by flood
waters.” @

Brush off as much mud pessible.

@ Use mild sgasuds and cool water to pa off remainiry dirt.

@ Rinse with clean water andpeigently with clean cloth until
all dirt is removed. Do najet the leather or suede too wet
while cleanim.

@ Stuff shoes, handgaand sleeves witbaper to maintain their
shge.

® Dy awgy from sun and heat.

® Clean with saddle spa

@ Use an oil for leather or suede to soften @eglent stiffeniig.
This oil may darken the leather, so check before gisin

Use a suede brush to restore itginal gppearance. Be sure to
brush in ony one direction.
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