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The 4-H Pledge 

I pledge, 

My Head   

to clearer thinking, 

My Heart   

to greater loyalty, 

My Hands  

to larger service, 

and My Health 

 to better living, 

for my club,  

my community,  

my country,  

and my world. 

4-H CLUBS 

4 Paws 

Animal Crackers 

B & S Farms 

Blazers 

4-H Caterpillars  

Clogging Clovers 

Crafty Scientists 

Eagles 

Florida Crackers 

Foxmill Kids & Colts 

GEO Gang 

Heart and Horses 

Horse N Around 

Indian Creek 4-H Club 

Jr. Cattlemen 4-H Club 

Kelly Community Clovers  

Livestock Club 

Miakka Allstock 

Mini Hooves of Sarasota 

Myakka Ranchers 

Ridin' Rednecks 

Sarasota Sharp Shooters 

Southern Spurs 
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Sarasota County Extension  

FROM THE AGENTS DESK – Keith Wilson 

There are some new 4-H clubs that are forming in Sarasota County this year.  We want to wel-

come them all to the 4-H “Family”.  One of the clubs is a school based club connected with the 

Learning and Families Home High School Co-op in Sarasota.  The members selected the name, 

the 4-H Caterpillars Club, and will be focused on biology related subjects for the year.  We 

wish the organizational leader, Lorraine Smith, and her club member’s great success. 
 

Remember all of you 4-H club reporters, submit your club reports to our 4-H newsletter editor 

Sheila Holland (sholland@scgov.net) each month, so that your club gets the recognition it de-

serves.  In a survey of newsletter readers, it was shown that the club reports are the most 

popular aspect of the newsletter among 4-H members. 
 

If your 4-H club plans to have a club fundraising activity, it is important that our 4-H office re-

ceive a completed Club Fundraising Form for our files.  It is very easy to fill out and allows 4-H 

staff to keep up with 4-H activities in our community. 
 

How often do you notice a driver on the road totally absorbed in talking or texting on their cell 

phone?  This behavior often can lead to distraction and serious vehicle accidents.  Consider this 

when you get behind the wheel. 

 

 

Keith Wilson 

Sarasota County 4-H Agent 

 

SAVE THE DATE:  

Saturday, November 16: Sarasota County 4-H 

Foundation “Casino Night” at Sun-N-Fun.  

      4-H Awards and Recognition Night 

          Wednesday, October 9th 

Please make your plans to celebrate our 4-H members,    

leaders  and volunteers, as we recognize everyone for their 

achievements and thank our leaders and volunteers for their 

dedication and contributions throughout the year. Members will receive re-

cord book ribbons, year pins, project medals, and special awards. Leaders will 

receive year pins and we will announce the 2013 Sarasota County “4-H 

Leader of the Year”.  

Don’t miss this BIG event! The date is Wednesday, October 9th in the Potter Building at the 

Sarasota County Fair Grounds. Check-in begins at 6:30PM and the program will begin promptly at 

7:00PM. Drinks will be provided, please bring your favorite healthy snack or dessert to share! 

You’re Invited! 

4-H Awards &  

Recognition 

Night. 

Wednesday,  

October 9th! 

http://sarasota.ifas.ufl.edu
mailto:sholland@scgov.net


    National 4-H Week—October 6—12 

4-H To Receive Proclamation!  

On Tuesday, September 24, the Board of County Commissioners 

will recognize 4-H in honor of National 4-H Week. The meeting will 

be held at 9:00AM at the Sarasota County Administration Building, 

1660 Ringling Blvd., in the Board of County Commissioners Cham-

bers on the first floor. Proclamations are the first items on the 

agenda. Members of our County Council will attend this meeting to 

accept the proclamation. This is a great opportunity for youth to 

experience a Commissioners meeting and view government in action. 

International Coastal Cleanup!  

Join the 28th Annual International Coastal Cleanup. Saturday, Sep-

tember 21, 8:00 am - 12:00 pm. This is the world’s largest one-day 

volunteer effort that supports our marine environment. Ocean 

trash is one of the most widespread problems threatening our 

ocean and waterways.   

Did you know… In 2012, 1,200 volunteers contributed almost 3,000 

hours of time to the cause and collected 7,600 pounds of trash in 

our community.  
A healthy ocean means more than beautiful coasts and vibrant 

ocean wildlife. A healthy ocean supplies the air we breathe, the 

food we eat and the water we drink. If the ocean isn't healthy, 

neither are we. Be one of the millions of people who are making the 

pledge to support a healthy ocean and a healthy planet! 

To Register your 4-H Club call 861-5000 or visit www.scgov.net 

keyword: Keep Sarasota County Beautiful.  

4-H Project Workshops are Back! 

 The 4-H Office will be offering a series of 

“project” workshops again this year. The purpose of 

these workshops is to encourage members and leaders 

to explore the many project areas available in 4-H.  

Who can attend these workshops? ANY Sarasota 

County 4-H Member (Cloverbuds included), and leaders!  

 Join us the 1stThursday of each month, 5:00 

PM, at Twin Lakes Park. We ask that you call: 861-9810 

one week in advance to pre-register.  

Here’s what we are doing…  

September 5th: Personalized Family Signs. Design 

and embellish the perfect sign. This woodworking pro-

ject is a great way to greet family and friends. The 

cost is $5.00 (we supply all the materials needed)  

Call today! 861-9810 

October 3rd: Fence—Post Pumpkins!  Have fun 

and welcome the holidays with these festive 

fence-post pumpkins. The cost is $5.00  (we 

supply all the materials needed).  

November 7th: Thanksgiving Banner Create a 

Thanksgiving banner to say “how thankful you 

are”! This workshop is $3.00 (we  supply all the ma-

terials needed)  

Enter all your projects in the Mini Building at the Fair.   

2013 Youth Ocean Conservation Summit  

 The 3rd Annual 2013 Youth Ocean Conserva-

tion Summit will be held on Saturday, November 16th, 

2013 at Mote Marine Laboratory. Youth attending this 

year’s summit will learn from marine scientists and con-

servationists about current threats facing marine eco-

systems, will work with mentors to develop action plans 

for their own ocean conservation projects, and will take 

part in workshops designed to give them the skills nec-

essary to successfully implement these projects. New 

workshops and sessions will be offered for returning 

participants to further develop their ongoing ocean 

conservation work!  

 In conjunction with the summit, on Friday eve-

ning,   November 15th, Mote Marine Laboratory will host 

the second annual Community Ocean Conservation Film 

Festival. This event will feature a screening of the film 

Operation: Blue Pride, which tells the moving story of 

how three severely wounded, combat veterans are 

fighting to save our oceans and 

sharks, and in doing so, are saving 

themselves.  

Visit: www.yocs.org for details.  

4-H Horse Project:  

Are you interested in showing a 4-H horse project this year; and do 

you plan to participate at the 2014 Area E Horse Show?  

Follow these steps:  

1. Own your project horse/or have a "horse lease agreement"      

(4-H514) on file at the 4-H office. (Before Jan 1, 2014) 

2. Participate at the 2014 Sarasota County Horse Show.  

3. Complete a Horse Project record book. Your record book must 

be up-to-date and checked at the County Horse Show. Complete 

your record book and turn it in with your Area E registration 

forms.  

Questions? Call the 4-H Office 861-9810. 

Are you interested in joining the  

Sarasota County 4-H Horse Advisory Team? 

We are looking for volunteers to help plan and facilitate events and 

activities for youth in the 4-H horse project. Anyone wishing to 

help or volunteer are asked to contact the 4-H Office: 861-9810 

   Stall Talk…   

http://www.yocs.org/


Fair Days Ahead: Sarasota County Fair, March 14—23, 2014 

Let’s All Dig in…  

Plant Entry Forms—Plant show and sale entry form “A” 
only, are due on Friday, October 4, by 5:00 pm at the 

FAIR OFFICE with entry fee – they will not accept late 

entries! Form “B” (classes 41 & 42) are due January 31.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Plant Screening — will be conducted by members of 

the Florida Nursery Growers Association, on Saturday, 

November 2 from 9:00 am - 12 noon at the Fairgrounds 

(Potter Building Parking lot). Plants will be checked and 

identified, record books MUST BE up-to-date. All ex-

hibitors must be present with their plants and record 

book—attendance is mandatory.    

Please note: Each exhibitor is eligible to enter and sell 

in a maximum of TWO LOTS in any ONE CLASS, not to 

exceed a TOTAL number of six (6) lots, FOR A FINAL 

TOTAL OF ACTUAL INDIVIDUAL CONTAINERS OF 

PLANTS TO NOT EXCEED TEN (10) MAXIMUM. 

THE NUMBER OF ENTRIES FROM ANY 

LOTS AND SETS WITHIN…FROM PART A 

FORM + PART B FORM… MUST NOT EX-

CEED MORE THAN TEN (10) INDIVIDUAL 

CONTAINERS OF PLANTS.  

 

Attention Steer Exhibitors...  

The first steer weigh-in will be held at the Sarasota 

County Fair Grounds on: Saturday, September 7,  7:00—

9:00AM. Exhibitors must be present at the initial and 

final weigh-in unless excused with prior approval.                

Exhibitors: you are responsible to bring:  

1. Steer Entry Form (page 51, Sarasota Fair Rulebook),  

2. Bill of Sale (page 48, Sarasota Fair Rulebook), if you 

received a receipt / bill of sale from the seller; transfer 

the information to the form found in the fair rulebook 

and attach the original document.  

3. Entry fee: $10.00.  

4. “2013 Revised” Steer Project record book (all re-

quired signatures on front cover and page 2) 

5. Livestock Housing Agreement this form is required 

ONLY if your animal is not kept at your home / property.  

Please have all your paper work completed,  

with all required signatures! 

Cloverbuds… There’s more to do at the FAIR!  

Sarasota County 4-H Cloverbud members: ages 5 to 7 years old, as 

of September 1, 2013 will be allowed to enter: 

one small animal (Rabbit, Cavy, or Poultry), one plant, and one item 

in the Mini Building for the 2014 Sarasota County Fair!  

The entries will not be judged and record books will not be re-

quired. All items will receive a participation ribbon, and they will 

not receive premium money. Entry forms are found in the 2014 

Sarasota County Fair Rules Book.  

Are YOU interested in the Dairy Cattle Project? 

Below are some events and activities for youth and adults inter-

ested in the Dairy Cattle Project.  

August 2013 

8/17-18: Volunteer Leader/Parent Train-

ing – Hillsborough County Extension 

September 2013 

9/1: GA National Fair Entries Due 

9/7-12: All-American Dairy Show – Harrisburg, PA 

9/28: St Fair Educational Seminar  

October 2013 

9/29-10/3: National 4-H Dairy Conference – Madison, WI 

10/9-13: GA National Fair – Perry, GA 

10/15-17: Sunbelt Ag Expo – Moultrie, GA 

November 2013 

11/1: Bartow Fall Classic Jackpot Show Entries Due 

11/6-12: North American Inter. Livestock Expo – Louisville, KY 

11/23-24: Bartow Fall Classic Jackpot Show & Workshop - Bartow 

11/24: Bartow Fall Classic Calf Auction – Bartow, FL 

December 2013 

12/1: South Florida Fair Dairy Show Entries due 

12/1: Florida State Fair Dairy Show Entries due 

12/2: Application for FL Youth Dairy Ambassador due 

12/20: Due Date: Essay Contest, Folding Display Contest, Speech 

Contest – Fl Jr. All-Breeds Convention 

12/20: Registrations for FL Jr All-Breeds Convention due 

NEED PLANT HELP? All 4-H youth are invited 

to attend a “plant clinic” on Saturday, October 

26 from 9:00 am-12 noon at Drymon’s Nursery, 

3146 47th Street (Lockwood & 47th).  Pots, fer-

tilizer and soil will be provided. Don’t miss this!!!  

Animal Connection: 

Rabbits need a new home - New Zealand Whites, a 

breeding buck and 2 does, looking for a new 4-H 

home. The cage and feeders are also included. Con-

tact the 4-H Office if interested. 

Are you interested in a dairy goat project this year? Contact 

Nicole Kastor @ nicholbenoit@aol.com 

mailto:nicholbenoit@aol.com


  Volunteers Lead the Way…       

Educational Opportunities:  

The South Central 4-H Fall Leader Forum 

Don’t miss this opportunity – Saturday, Septem-

ber 14, Manatee County! Workshops, trainings, 

share ideas, and MORE – no charge, lunch is 

provided!  
 

Volunteer Conference of Southern States 

Georgia 4-H in collaboration with North Carolina 

and Kentucky 4-H cordially invites volunteers & 

staff to join the Volunteer Conference of 

Southern States: 4-H: Framing our Future, 

Building Our Best on October 3-6, 2013 at Rock 

Eagle 4-H Center in Eatonton, GA.  
 

Shooting Sports 

There will be a Shooting Sports Level 1 volun-

teer instructor training certification workshop 

on September 14-15 at Camp Cloverleaf. This 

training will also allow you to be certified or 

recertified if your certification has expired.  

Disciplines offered will be Archery, Shotgun, 

Rifle, Muzzle loading and Hunting. Approximate 

cost will be $80.00 for the overnight program 

and four meals.  All equipment, supplies and 

training manuals are also included in the fee.  

Contact the 4-H Office for more details on  

any of these events. 

Welcome New 4-H Leaders!  

 If you are planning a trip you wouldn’t just start driving, hoping 

you’re going in the right direction and have everything you need. A suc-

cessful trip takes advanced planning. The same thing can be said for a 4-H 

Club. Planning a yearly program is essential to good monthly meetings.  

 “A club that fails to plan, plans to fail.” Who should do the plan-

ning? A committee of 4-H members and leaders – usually the new officers, 

the organizational leaders and project / activity leaders.  

At Your Planning Meeting: 

 Adopt goals and suggest ways to reach them. 

 Suggest ways to improve past programs. 

 Decide when and where meetings will be held each month – a regular 

meeting place needs to be established. 

 Make a tentative program outline for each meeting. 

 Make tentative plans for other club activities. 

 Give every member some responsibility during the year, such as giving 

a demonstration or project talk at the meeting, serving on committees, 

etc. 

 Help junior leaders (if applicable) define their responsibilities – such 

as working with Cloverbuds, or younger new members, 

 Provide each club family with a copy of the yearly program – VERY 

IMPORTANT! 

For more information on getting started review the “4-H Club Program 

Planning Guide” found on our Sarasota County 4-H webpage.   

 Community Pride, A Florida 4-H Citizenship Activity 

 Each year many of our 4-H Clubs give so much to our community through service projects. Why not take the next 

step… The 4-H Community Pride Program is designed to give 4-Hers' a better understanding of their community and encour-

age members to improve the quality of their environment, to plan and work as a team, and put that plan into action!  

Youth will:  

1. Learn about and understand their community and the impact it has on their lives.  

2. Know how to relate, individually and through group cooperation, in order to work effectively                                              

in community activities, programs, organizations. 

3. Develop skills and knowledge in community leadership.  

4. Gain experience in carrying out community projects to improve their environment.  

5. Develop an interest in and love for their community.  

First step: As a club decide; the need, concern, or problem you would like to improve in your community.  

Second: Plan out your project (what will it take; materials, supplies, and how much will it cost), complete and submit a 

"Community Pride Proposal" to the 4-H Office by October 25. A step-by-step guide can be found in the " Florida 4-H Commu-

nity Pride Leaders Guide". Your proposal will be forwarded to the Florida 4-H State 4-H Office for review, and your club will 

be notified if it is chosen to receive a “Community Pride Grant”.  

Third: After completion of your project submit a "Community Pride Report" by June 1 for State judging.  

The top five projects are recognized at Florida 4-H State Congress during a Community Pride Luncheon. Contact the 4-H Of-

fice 861-9810 for more information, forms and help. 



           4-H—Let’s Get Ready!  
4-H 

On-Line 

New Families Returning Families Who Needs a Profile  

When you are ready to enroll in 4-H 

Online, you will create a new family 

profile and then start enrolling indi-

vidual family members. Before en-

rolling in 4-H Online, we encourage 

you to contact the Sarasota County 

4-H Office to let them know you 

would like to be a part of the 4-H 

Youth Development Program in your 

county.  

August 23 of each year starts a new 4-H enrollment 

year in 4-H Online. All profiles will become INAC-

TIVE on August 23 and you will be required to re-

enroll for the next 4-H year. Profile items change 

every year so it is important that everyone (youth 

and adults) update their member and health infor-

mation before submitting re-enrollments. Do not 

create a new family profile if your family was 

previously enrolled. Contact the Sarasota County 

4-H Office if you do not remember how to log into 

your family profile. 

All 4-H Members and adults need to 

create an individual profile for mem-

bership and to register for 4-H 

events through 4-H Online. Individ-

ual profiles are created after you 

have created a family profile.  

Contact the Sarasota County 4-H 

Office if you have questions or ex-

perience problems with 4-H Online. 

4-H On-line Enrollment is here!  

NOW is the time to enroll / re-enroll for the 2013-2014 4-H year using the Florida 4-H On-line system.                             

Visit: http://florida.4honline.com Who should enroll? ALL 4-H members, leaders, volunteers, alumni, 

 and foundation members. Please don’t put this off! We will use “4-H On-line” for our newsletters,  

mailings and emails. Leaders; don’t forget to sign-in and confirm your 4-H members 

      Something to grow on…  

Vegetable gardening offers fresh air, sunshine, exercise, enjoyment, mental therapy, and of course - nutritious fresh 

vegetables! The best way to start a garden is to have a plan: choose a place (remember: rows that run north to south allow 

plants to get the most sunlight as the sun travels its east to west path), draw a plan, and make a list of the vegetables you 

want to grow. September is a good time to start some vegetables like: beans, broccoli, sweet corn, cucumbers, lettuce, onions, 

peas, peppers, potatoes, and tomatoes. 
 

Just as sunshine is important so is soil. Do the “squeeze test”, you can test a handful of your soil by squeezing it lightly. If it 

feels gritty and falls apart when you open your hand, it’s too sandy. If it feels muddy when it’s wet or caked when it’s dry, the 

soil has too much clay. The very best type of soil is in between; it feels crumbly – but wont fall apart when you squeeze it in a 

ball. Adding an organic material, such as compost, can help both sandy and clay soils.  
 

You can garden just about anywhere—you don’t need to live in the country or have a big yard to be a gardener. If you don’t 

have a place to plant a garden in the ground, use containers! You can grown things in planter boxes, windowsill boxes, pots, 

wooden barrels, bushel baskets, tubs, empty milk container—just about anything you can think of. 
 

Try this – The Three Sisters 

Corn, squash and pole beans are vegetable friends! Native Americans planted these vegetables together in a mound. Corn pro-

vides support for the pole beans and it also provides a windbreak and shade for the squash. Beans provide a nutrient (nitrogen) 

for the corn. Squash keeps the corn roots cool. It also helps to keep raiding raccoons away from the corn – they don’t like to 

step on the prickly leaves. 
 

Just for FUN—Super-sized Pumpkin! 

One of the most fun things to grow in your garden is a pumpkin. Super-sizing it is even more 

exciting. To grow a super-sized pumpkin it’s best to use the kind of seeds that will produce an 

extra-large pumpkin. When your pumpkin is about the size of a softball—write your name on it. 

You can write the names of other family or friends and they will be surprised when you give 

them their very own pumpkin at the end of growing season. Use a bell point pen to lightly 

break through the skin as you write your name. Watch your name grow large as the pumpkin 

grows!  The markings callus over and become easy to read as your pumpkin matures.  

http://florida.4honline.com


     Happenings Around the State…   

Executive Board: 

1st – September 13 –15; 4-H 

Camp Cherry Lake  

2nd – December 6—8; 4-H Camp 

Ocala  

3rd – February 28—March 2; 

Camp Ocala  
 

Region Teen Conference: 

September 26—29, 2013     

Tennessee   

LAW—Leadership Adventure 

Weekend: 

January 17—19, 2014;  Camp 

Ocala  

Intermediate—LAW 

February 21—23; Camp Ocala 
 

Florida State Fair: 

February 6—17, 2014 
 

4-H Day at the Capital:  

April 22—23; Tallahassee 
 

Legislature 

June 23—27; Tallahassee 
 

Florida 4-H Congress 

July 28—August 1; Gainesville 
 

Visit: florida4h.org  

4-H Day of Service 
The Florida 4-H State Council is proud to an-

nounce the continuation of our State Service Project –

 “Youth Against Poverty.”  This project is a call to action 

for 4-H members to engage in service projects that will 

help out with poverty in their community, country, and/

or our world.  4-H members can use this project at a 

district, county, and club level.  

This year we are partnering with Kentucky and 

Tennessee 4-H to have a Tri-State Day of Service dur-

ing National 4-H Week.  The Florida 4-H State Project 

Committee has completed a guide: “4-H Day of Service 

Manual” to help you and your fellow 4-H members get 

involved in this exciting initiative, and carryout your own 

service projects. The State Project guide also contains 

sample project ideas, and a report back system, so you 

can share your work with others across the three 

states! 

On Saturday, October 12, 2013, we invite you 

to join 4-H members across the southern region in a 4-H 

Day of Service by holding your own service pro-

ject!  Please visit the Florida 4-H website to see the 

flyers and resources available to take part in the “Youth 

Against Poverty” initiative, or contact the 4-H Office 

for a “4-H Day of Service Manual”.  

Florida State Fair, February 6—17, 2014 

 The Florida State Fair is offering an educa-

tional seminar, held at the State Fairgrounds, on Sep-

tember 28 for potential youth livestock exhibitors. This 

Specie Specific seminar is designed to help exhibitors 

prepare for their State Fair animal project and this 

years Skilathon Topic—Health.  

 There will be ONE (1) pre-fair seminar offered 

this year. Exhibitors may choose to attend the seminar 

to receive up to 30 points toward Achievement Premiums.   

 Information, show rules and entry forms can be 

found at: www.floridastatefairag.com  

The deadline to register for this seminar is September 

20, 2013.  

Is MEE 4U?  

What is the 4-H State Marine Ecology Event?  
(MEE) is a competitive event that provides 4-H youth (teams or 

individuals) with an opportunity to demonstrate their knowledge of 

marine and aquatic worlds. To prepare, 4-H leaders and members 

go on marine field trips, visit aquariums, have group study ses-

sions, and develop their own "mock contests". In the process youth 

learn important life skills.  

Sound interesting? The State Marine Ecology Event will be held 

Saturday, November 2, 2013 at the Osceola County Extension 

Office in Kissimmee.   

The Marine/Aquatic Photo Contest is held 

in conjunction with the MEE Event.  

Contact the 4-H Office for details and 

information; 861-9810. 

 

State 4-H Forest Ecology Contest Clinic 
When: September 28, 2013 - 9am – 4pm 

Where: University of Florida - Gainesville, FL 

 

This is a great introduction to the 4-H Forest Ecology Contest.  

The 4-H Forest Ecology Clinic will be held from 9 AM to 4 PM at 

the Newins-Ziegler Hall on the UF campus in Gainesville to help 

youth, coaches, and agents prepare for the 4-H Forest Ecology 

Contest in April. SFRC faculty, staff, and students will be on hand 

to present information and answer questions about tree, plant, 

disease, and insect identification, compass skills, map reading, 

tree measurement, and the Quiz Bowl. Test your skills in a mock 

contest! Beginners are encouraged to attend.  

Don’t Just Scratch the Surface! 

Desoto County 4-H Beaks and Bills Club is 

hosting a Poultry Seminar on Saturday, 

October 5 at the Desoto County Fair-

grounds, Arcadia.  Enjoy NEW Interactive 

Learning Stations, test your wings and learn more about 

4-H poultry projects. Look for more information in our 

October 4-H Newsletter. 

http://florida4h.org/programsandevents/files/Service_manual.pdf
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents/files/Service_manual.pdf
http://florida4h.org/programsandevents/files/Service_manual.pdf


September 2013 

1  The new 4-H Year begins! 

2  Labor Day—4-H Office closed 

5 4-H Project Workshop 

7  First Steer Weigh-in 

9  4-H Foundation Meeting 

16  Leader & Council meeting 

24  4-H Proclamation, BBC 

26—29 SRTLC 

October 2013 

3    4-H Project Workshop 

4  Plant Forms Due 

6-12  National 4-H Week 

9  4-H Awards & Recognition Night! 

14  4-H Foundation Meeting 

21  Leader & Council Meetings 

 

 Hope you can be there! 

       Make Your Plans NOW…   

County Council Report: by Maxim Lowe  

Hey, 4-Hers! I hope everyone’s excited about the new school and 4-H year. It’ll be a busy 

one, but as always, lots of fun.  Your 2013-2014 County Council Officers are: Shannon Kehoe, Presi-

dent; Morgan Holdsworth, Vice President; Shelby Martin, Secretary and District Delegate; Morgan 

Mierswa, Treasurer; and I’m Maxim Lowe, the Reporter. 

County Council’s first meeting of the year was Monday, August 19th. After discuss-

ing awesome summer activities such as Florida 4-H Legislature, Florida 4-H Congress, Camp Clover-

leaf and other fun 4-H camps, we started on the upcoming events of the new year. 

First off, on September 11th, is the first District Council Meeting of the year. Our very own Shelby 

Martin is the president of District 9 4-H this year! District Council is a lot like county council, but 

(yep, you guessed it,) on the district level. There are meetings every other month, in different coun-

ties in our district. On the council, we choose community service activities and projects to do, as well 

as host events like Leadership workshops and Junior Congress, a leadership workshop opportunity 

for junior 4-H’ers in the spring.  If you’re interested in attending, talk to the 4-H Office. Some of 

us from the council are going, and we may organize a carpool. 

Coming up soon is County Awards night, on Wednesday, October 9th - don’t forget it! Every 

4-Her is both welcome and encouraged to come. This is a night where all Sarasota County 4-Hers 

come together and are recognized for their accomplishments. Show up in your Sunday best to sup-

port your fellow 4-H’ers, bring a snack to share, and when you get there, please remember to sign in! 

There’s even a national event for senior 4-H’ers coming up too: the Southern Regional Teen 

Leadership Conference, or SRTLC, from September 26-29.  It’s an awesome event held in a very nice 

camp in beautiful Tennessee, where you meet 4-H’ers from all over the South, participate in fun 

workshops, and learn all sorts of leadership activities and skills. There are campfires, games, field 

trips, dances, and more! It’s one of my favorite 4-H events, and it’s tons of fun jam-packed into a 

few days. If you’re interested in going, talk to a 4-H Agent.  

One last thing, everyone: we’re trying to accomplish a big goal this year, and that is to radi-

cally increase participation at County Council. We want 4-H’ers from all over Sarasota to come to the 

meetings so that they may hear about upcoming events, and to have a good time while getting to 

know other 4-H’ers from around the county. There were only 12 people at Monday’s meeting. In com-

parison, several years ago, you could hardly fit all the 4-H’ers attending the meeting in the room! By 

missing these meetings, you’re missing out on all sorts of useful information that you might not hear 

about in your club. I encourage ALL of you to come to our next meeting, on September 16. But don’t 

stop there – tell everyone at your club meetings to come. Spread the word! As a little extra incen-

tive, we’ll have snacks and refreshments at the next meeting…  I hope to see you there, and I look 

forward to being your reporter. I know this will be a fantastic 4-H year for everyone! 

                           Your News…       

Dear Leaders,  

Please let us know who 

your club President 

and County Council 

delegates are for the 

upcoming year. We 

want to make sure 

they are on the county 

council email list.   

Please send their: 

name, office, phone 

number, and email ad-

dress, or ask them to 

send the information -  

mmorris@scgov.net   

We have many excit-

ing council community 

service projects 

planned  and we need 

all clubs to be aware 

and active in County 

Council this year.  

Thank you in advance 

for your help!  

Marcia Morris 

Sarasota County 

Jr. Cattleman Club 

is back! The first 

meeting is scheduled 

for September 11 at 

6:45 pm at Twin Lakes 

Park.  

Contact Nicole Bartell 

at 809-4858  or Bryan 

Bartell at 809-4860 

for more information.  

mailto:mmorris@scgov.net
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